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ABC Update
By J. Scott Bovitz 

What’s on Your iPad?

A while ago, I attended a meeting and most 
of the attendees, including two American 
Board of Certification (ABC) business 

bankruptcy specialists, were old enough to have 
personal knowledge of the disco era. Yet most of 
the participants took notes on iPads. There were no 
yellow pads in sight.
 Before a recent trial, counsel for the plaintiff 
carefully set up his exhibit binder—and then pulled 
out his iPad (with the joint pre-trial order and all 
the transcripts). I laid out my old-fashioned, semi-
life-size trial schematic with multiple color coded 
arrows, and then set up my iPad. The youthful law 
clerks came out to watch and carried in their tablets. 
The only person without an iPad was the judge.
 Do you need an icebreaker at your next bar func-
tion? Just buy your colleague a drink and ask, “What 
new ‘apps’ have you downloaded this week?” Some 
nice applications come with your iPad. Other appli-
cations are low-cost (or free). Let me tell you about 
some of the applications on my iPad. 
 I love Google search for general information. 
You can type or vocally ask a question. The search 
is quick. The results are almost always on point, 
though you need to ask the right question. 
 As a search engine alternative, Siri is available 
on the new iPad. She listens to your questions (your 
voice) and has a sense of humor. Ask, “What is 
the answer to everything?” Siri will answer, “42.” 
(Thank you, Douglas Adams.) 
 For heavy lifting, I still use the Outlook program 
on a notebook computer from iBuyPower. Through 
iTunes, I sync the Outlook database to the contacts 
and calendar applications on the iPad. I use the 
built-in email program (Mail) for a quick look at 
emails. I use Messages to send short text messages, 
but this will not work with all platforms.
 I use Notes with a stylus and Bluetooth key-
board for simple note-taking duties. For more seri-
ous word processing, I own Quickoffice and Pages. 
I try to stick with Notes, when I can. You can cut 

and paste the text into a traditional word proces-
sor after the hearing or meeting. To view and anno-
tate PDFs, I use Adobe Reader. You can handwrite 
notes with the stylus.
 To organize my documents and magazine sub-
scriptions, I use iBooks, Newsstand and Kindle. I 
use iPrint&Scan as the driver for my wireless (i.e., 
magic) Brother printer. I use the American Lawyer 
application for all of the American Lawyer publica-
tions, but, despite ABI’s new Journal app, I still 
prefer to read the ABI Journal on paper. (I love the 
updated look.)
 I make video calls with FaceTime (iPad and 
iPhone only) and Skype. The quality is excellent. 
 For general web surfing, I use Safari and 
Chrome. Safari is surprisingly responsive. Use the 
“reader” button at the top to expand your article 
and drop the advertisements and pop-ups. I also use 
Bakodo to scan QR Codes on advertisements. 
 Use Clock to set multiple alarms, so you never 
miss an appointment or appearance. I use AT&T 
Voicemail Viewer (an iPhone application) to listen 
to voicemail from work. 
 I use LawBox to review and annotate the 
Bankruptcy Code, title 28, Federal Rules of 
Appellate Procedure, Federal Rules of Bankruptcy 
Procedure, Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and 
Federal Rules of Evidence. I use Fastcase for basic 
Boolean searches in a law library. This is not a sub-
stitute for Lexis or Westlaw, but it works well for 
casual searching.
 I use Best Calculator as a “printing” calcula-
tor (with a virtual tape). I use Camera for quick 
snapshots though I prefer a Canon EOS 60D for 
serious work. 
 I use WeatherBug for local weather and 
across the globe. While sitting at the airport, I use 
AirportZoom. Why is my flight late? When will I 
land? The visualizations are hypnotic. 
 In the city, I use Maps (local maps with real time 
information about your location) and Around Me. 
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For off road, I use Topos West (topo maps) and Maplets 
(local maps). For world-class eye candy, I use Google Earth. 
 For quick translations, I use SayHi. You speak into the 
iPad and it translates your speech. For an amusing exercise, 
translate something from English to another exotic language, 
and then back to English.
 At a boring legal program, I use Marquee to write a huge 
scrolling message to the panelists. To learn about new music, 
I use Pandora. You can pick the genre of music. Dance and 
Trance? Blues? Polka favorites? No problem.
 Two of my favorite iPad musical instruments are 
Alchemy and Geo Synth. These are every bit as fun as the 
more traditional synthesizers. You can use GarageBand to 
record performances in a pinch.
 You also can find dozens of applications for every major 
hobby, but the most important application may be Find 
iPhone. You can use this to find your iPad or iPhone, on a 
map, in real time. You can also instruct your iPad or iPhone 
to make a loud sonar call.
 You don’t need an iPad to become a certified specialist 
in business bankruptcy, consumer bankruptcy and creditors’ 
rights law. (Visit www.abcworld.org for all of the certifica-
tion details.) But it might help.  abi
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